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nations/5 At last it was decided to get Hottenguer's proposition in writing.1
When Pinckney so informed Hottenguer, the latter announced that he had not dealt "immediately with Talleyrand but through another gentleman "in whom Talleyrand had great confidence." Hottenguer had no objection, however, to writing out his "suggestions/5 which he did the next evening.2 The following morning he advised the envoys that a Mr. Bellamy, "the confidential friend of M. Talleyrand/' would call and explain matters in person. Decidedly, the fog was thickening. The envoys debated among themselves as to what should be done.
"I again urg'd the necessity of breaking off this indirect mode of procedure/5 testifies Marshall; but "Mr. Gerry reprobated precipitation, insisted on further explanations as we could not completely understand the scope & object of the propositions & conceiv5d that we ought not abruptly object to them/5 Marshall and Pinckney thought "that they [Talleyrand's demands] were beyond our powers & . . . amounted to a surrender of the independence of our country/5 3 But Gerry had his way and the weaving of the spider's web went on.
Two hours after candlelight that evening Hottenguer and Bellamy entered Marshall's room where the three Americans were waiting for them; and Bellamy was introduced as "the confidential friend of M. Talleyrand/5 of whom Hottenguer had told
1 Marshall's Journal, 7-8.         * Am. St. Prs., For. Eel, ii, 158. 8 Marshall's Journal, Oct. 20, 8-9.